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Land Acquisition Spurs Economic Growth
February 7, 2007, Clinton, Iowa- Howes & Jefferies/Valley Bluff Corporation and Wild Rose Entertainment have entered into a formal agreement furthering economic development today.  The groups are in the process of completing a land acquisition located on Highway 30 and Mill Creek Parkway in Clinton, Iowa.  
The 117 acre purchase by Valley Bluff Development Corporation will bring new opportunities for business owners, retailers and consumers.
28.6 acres were purchased from Valley Bluff Development by West Des Moines based Wild Rose Entertainment transitioning Mississippi Belle Riverboat Casino to a land based casino and resort property.

The land based casino and resort includes plans to build a hotel, event center, single level gaming area, two restaurants, valet and self parking areas.

“The relocation from a riverboat to land base operation is a great opportunity for Wild Rose to become more competitive in the regional gaming and entertainment market,” said Jim Krambeck, Executive Vice President and Legal Counsel, Wild Rose Entertainment.      
Valley Bluff Development will continue the pursuit of recruiting unique retailing and business opportunities for the remaining 88 acres of the park.  The park is expected to bring more than 40 businesses to the local area.    

“This is an exciting opportunity to showcase Clinton to prospective retailers and 
further economic growth in our community,” Dan Jefferies, Secretary, Valley Bluff Development.  “We want to continue to create these opportunities to develop Clinton as the destination city of Eastern Iowa.”
-continued-

About Howes & Jefferies and Valley Bluff Development

Howes & Jefferies joined in partnership from two old line families which have been involved continually in the Clinton area real estate business since the late 1800’s and early 1900’s.  In 1983, partners, Steve Howes and Dan Jefferies formed the real estate development company of Valley Bluff Corporation which has been active in commercial, residential, and condominium development throughout the area.  Through Valley Bluff, the partners acquired property along Clinton’s west end near the Highway 30/67 corridor.  The first land sale was to Target in the early 1980’s and since then they have attracted many national retailers, including Wal-mart, Kohl’s, Home Depot, Applebee’s, Office/Max,  and many others to the area.  Both partners say they are very excited and look forward to the additional commercial opportunities this new development will bring to the Clinton area.

About Wild Rose        
Iowa business leaders Gary Kirke and Dr. Michael Richards started Wild Rose Entertainment in 2004 with the vision to provide the highest quality gaming experience in the industry. Currently, the group operates two properties in Iowa.  Wild Rose Casino & Resort in Emmetsburg, Iowa opened May 2006 as the company’s first land based operation.  In June 2006 Wild Rose acquired the Mississippi Belle II Riverboat Casino in Clinton, Iowa.  The group plans to convert the Clinton property to a land based facility in 2008.  Wild Rose Entertainment operates out of West Des Moines, Iowa.  
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